
 
57805 Main Street  •   Plaquemine, Louisiana 70764 

stjohnchurchplaq.org  •  (225) 687-2402 
stjohnchurchplaq@coxbusiness.net  •  24 Hour Prayer Line: (225) 687-1554 

Rev. Gregory J. Daigle ............ Pastor 
Alfred J. Ricard II ................... Deacon 
Wanda Ashley ... Director of Religious 
Education & Youth Ministry 
Donna Carville ....................... R.C.I.A. 
 

Medric Smith, Jr. ... Business Manager 
Marsha Dupont ................... Secretary 
Susan Landry ..................... Secretary 
Lily Skidmore ...................... Secretary 
Gary Perrault ................. Maintenance 

Saturday Vigil ........................ 4:00 pm 
Sunday….7:30am, 9:00 am, 11:00 am 
Tuesday................................. 6:00 pm 
Wednesday ........................... 7:00 am 
Thursday ............................... 7:00 am 
Friday .................................... 7:00 am 
 

Tuesday......................... 5:30-5:45 pm 
Saturday ........................ 3:00-3:30 pm 

 Prepare the Way of the Lord 
 

Saint Peter shows us a characteristic of God that we normally do not 
think about. He tells us that for God, “a day is like a thousand years 
and a thousand years like one day” (2 Peter 3:8). Because early 
Christians sometimes complained that Jesus’ second coming had 
been delayed, Peter is trying to tell us that what seems like a long 
time to us is nothing to God. 
Like the early Christians, we may wonder how long it will take for God 
to answer our prayers. We may be praying for someone who is 
looking for a job, a sick relative, an end to abortion, or world peace. 
Some prayers require us to change, and we may not be ready. 
What Peter means is that a thousand years is not too long for God if 
someone needs that long to repent. God is far more patient than we 
are. God has been “waiting” over two thousand years for us to preach 
the gospel to all nations. God has been waiting for millennia for 
people to give up war as a means for solving our problems. God has 

been waiting since the beginning of the human race for us to learn how to love our neighbor. 
We might not be as patient as God, but we can help. Saint Peter says that we are not just waiting for the Lord’s 
return, we are hastening it. When we make a choice that is based on faith rather than selfishness, we make it a 
little easier for people to believe in God. Jesus is the light of the world; he asks us to let our light shine, so that 
people can see Jesus in us. May our light “prepare the way of the Lord”  (Mark 1:3).               Tom Schmidt 



Readings & Songs this Weekend 
Readings:  Second Sunday of Advent  #1094 
Entrance:  Come, Lord Jesus (Bulletin)   
Responsorial Psalm:  My Soul in Stillness Waits  
          #499      
Preparation:  Instrumental   
Communion:  One Bread, One Body  #1027   
Sending Forth:  Soon and Very Soon  #954   

 

Advent Giving Tree  
Gifts are due Sunday, December 10. Sorting will 
take place Sunday, December 17 in the Parish Hall 
with distribution on Monday, December 18.  

********** 
Calling All Volunteers! 
Volunteers are needed to help decorate the church 
Monday, December 11. If you can help, meet us in 
church at 9am. 

********** 
Catholic Daughters Pot Luck 
Monday, December 11, 2023 — 5:30pm  
St. John Parish Hall 
Bring your favorite food item and toiletries to donate 
to the battered women’s shelter. 

********** 
GEMS (50 years  and older)  
Christmas Potluck Luncheon 
Date:  Wednesday, December 13, 2023 
Time:  11am-1pm 
Place:  St. John Parish Hall 
Meats, soft drinks and bread will be provided. 
Please bring a side dish or dessert. 

********** 
St. John School 
Christmas Concert 
St. John School  “Sounds of Christmas” featuring 
1st-5th grade students will be held at 6pm on 
Thursday, December 14th at St. John the 
Evangelist Church. Family and Friends are invited 
to join us! 

********** 
Holiday Visits to Homebound 
We will be visiting the homebound, the sick and 
elderly parishioners during the holidays beginning 
Friday, December 15. 
If anyone would like to help in any way, please call 
JoAnn Landry at 225.776.0782. 

********** 
Christmas Flower Envelopes 
The  envelope for Christmas flowers has been 
placed in the December packet of envelopes. The 
names of loved ones remembered with Christmas 
flowers will be published in future bulletins. 

  

 

 

Dear Family: 
 

Today's scriptures focus on preparation for a special 
arrival, though each reading characterizes this arrival 
differently.  In Isaiah 40, we see a comforting hope for 
God's care and deliverance:  God promises a "new 
exodus" for the exiles to leave the oppressive empire of 
Babylon. 
 

In Psalm 85, the expected arrival of God's salvation is a 
threefold emphasis on "justice" (Psalm 85:10,11,13), 
which is also the character of  "new heavens and a new 
earth" in 2 Peter.  In contrast to Psalm 85, however, 2 
Peter 3 depicts this "coming of the day of God" with an 
emphasis not only on transformation but also on 
destruction and judgment. 
 

In Mark, John the Baptizer is identified as Isaiah's "voice 
of one crying out in the desert" by showing up as the 
harbinger of Jesus with baptism as a form of purification 
and preparation for God's people in Jerusalem and 
Judea.  John's appearance also reminds one of Elijah the 
prophet.  Since a prophet is tasked with calling God's 
people to repentance in light of God's judgment, we may 
also understand John's baptism as an expression of 
repentance. 
 

Although Mark attributes verses two and three to Isaiah, 
the second verse is from Malachi 3:1.  The need for a 
messenger appears in Malachi 2:17, which notes the 
acceptance of "evildoers" while asking, "Where is the just 
God?"  Moreover, evil in Malachi 2:17 is portrayed not 
only as people dismissing God but as being justified in 
the name of God.  In contrast, Justice is emphasized in 
Psalm 85 and 2 Peter 3. 
 

Some questions for reflection: 
In what ways has injustice been justified in the name of 
God and religion? 
How may today's passages of God's advent as both 
comfort and judgment be linked with the saying that one 
should "comfort the afflicted but afflict the comfortable"? 
 

Many thanks for all the decorating angels who decorated 
the Rectory for our Open House and the Advent/
Christmas Season.  Thanks as well for all who helped 
with the Open House last week the food and service 
made it a festive event.  It was heart warming to see so 
many of you at this festive time of the year.   
 

Christmas decorations for the Church will begin being 
placed this week.  Many thanks to all those who give their 
time and effort to make our church such a welcoming 
place for celebration of the Savior's birth. 
 

On a personal note, I will be leaving Saturday the 9th to 
visit my nephew and godchild, Harrison and his wife 
Samantha, in their new Sacramento, California home.  I'll 
be back next weekend to rejoin you as we hasten to the 
celebration of the Lord's Nativity. 
 

Peace,  
 

Fr. Greg 
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The Advent Wreath Candle for the 2nd Sunday of Advent 
burns in loving memory of:

Fred Hebert

Ragusa, Mancuso, Collins, 
Morales, Nola & Bezet Families 

Baptism Seminars
Monday, January 15, 2024
Monday, February 5, 2024
Monday, March 4, 2024 

Baptisms
Saturday, December 16, 2023                               
Saturday, January 27, 2024
Saturday, April 27, 2024

Baptism Seminars are held in the third floor 
church office conference room at 7pm. The 
Baptisms are usually held on the fourth Saturday 
of the month following 4pm Mass. Dates are 
subject to change. Please call Lily at the church 
office (225.687.2402) during the early stages of 
pregnancy to confirm the dates of the seminar.
There are no Baptisms during Lent.

Week of December 10
Sunday Second Sunday of Advent

Is 40:1-5, 9-11; Ps 85:9-14
2 Pt 3:8-14; Mk 1:1-8

Monday Is 35:1-10; Ps 85:9ab, 10-14; 
Lk 5:17-26

Tuesday Zec 2:14-17; Judith 13:18bc,19; 
Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47

Wednesday Is 40-25-31; Ps 103: 1-4, 8, 10; 
Mt 11:28-30

Thursday Is 41:13-20; Ps 145:1, 9-13b; 
Mt 11:11-15

Friday Is 48:17-19; Ps 1:1-4, 6; 
Mt 11:16-19 

Saturday Sir 48:1-4, 9-11; Ps 80:2-3,
15-16, 18-19; Mt 17:9a, 10-13

Sunday Third Sunday of Advent
Is 61:1-2a, 10-11; Lk 1:46-50, 
53-54; 1 Thes 5:16-24; Jn 1:6-8, 
19-28

The Holy Spirit Prayer Group will meet Sunday, December 
10 from 3-5pm in church.

For more information, contact the church office at 
225.687.2402. All are welcome! Come join us!

Sunday, January 7, 2024 — 4pm
St. John the Evangelist Church

Songs for the Journey:
Sacred, Broadway & Big Band

Featuring Rev. Gregory J. Daigle & Bill Grimes
& The Epiphany Orchestra

Tickets ($25) are available at the St. John Church 
Office.
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December 17, 2023  
 

Pete & Bonnie Blanchard 
(7:30am Mass) 
 

Roger & Rosalind Sadden  (9am Mass)  

December 10, 2023 
 

St. John the Evangelist 
Nita Comeaux Foster, 
Lloyd Comeaux, Jr., 
Firmin & Claudette Tullier 
 

St. Clement of Rome  
Maria Andre-Martin 

 
Proclaiming the Word 
The 2024 Workbooks for Lectors have been placed 
in the credenza in the Baptistery. Lectors, you may 
pick up your copy at your convenience. 

Saturday, December 16-4pm Mass 
Msgr. Leonard Robin, Msgr. George Barbier, Fr. Eugene 
Engels, Fr. Jerome Dugas, Sister Catherine Labouré, Sister 
Mary Rita McSorley, Sister Cecile Poitras; Tina Rinaudo; 
Aubry Quebedeaux, Aline, Mit & Dub Comeaux; Mayon, 
Callahan & Clement Families; John H. Businelle; Catherine 
& Andrew Roucher; Louis Roucher, Beatrice Repp; Tina 
Ferachi Loyacano, Agnes & Sam Colletti & Family, Vincent 
M.  Ferachi & Family; Michael Laurent; Brenda Fremin; 
Frank, Josie, Anthony & Victor Canella; James Etier; Gerald 
”Lil Jerry” Mire; M/M Joseph Matassa, Jr., M/M Ed Reeves, 
Sr.;  Allen Cavalier; J. P. “Jep” Daigle, Ulger & Nilda Daigle 
& Family, Eddie & Virginia Clebert; M/M Dave Gourgues & 
Mary Ann, Adam Vercher Family 
 

Sunday, December 17-7:30am Mass 
St. John Parishioners 
 

Sunday, December 17-9am Mass 
Msgr. Leonard Robin, Msgr. George Barbier, Fr. Eugene 
Engels, Fr. Jerome Dugas, Sister Catherine Labouré, Sister 
Mary Rita McSorley, Sister Cecile Poitras; Tina Rinaudo; 
Frances Santangelo LeBlanc, Rita & Mike Santangelo, 
Anatole Santangelo; Anthony “Tonto” Pizzolato; Alcee & 
Pauline Becnel, Evans & Virgie Dugas; Henry “Tutie” 
Berthelot, M/M Edmond Berthelot, Sr.,  M/M Earl Breaux, 
Sr., John D. Bourg; Douglas Bourgoyne, Artie Lyons, Lydia 
Mae Blanchard; Harold Sr., Barbara & Frances Himel; Bill 
Toups, Jr.; Denise Miranda; Benny & Annie Vaughn, Jessel 
& Eula Ourso; Missy Hopkins; Dr. Vincent Leggio, The Tony 
Leggio Families; M/M Dudley LeBlanc  
 

Sunday, December 17-11am Mass 
Cindy Dickerson; Michael Shepherd, Ruth “Se Se” Becnel; 
Sue Landry; Laura Lynn, Dorothy & Norman Jr. Grass; 
Brenda Fremin; Isaac Jr.  & Brent Vaughn, Sidney Jr. 
Hedges, Margaret Landry; Lucille Leggio Distefano; Betty 
Keith; The Currier Family; Nolan Bueche III; Mary Font, 
Leslie Font, Jr., Ross Campesi, Sr., Marion Campesi 
 

Tuesday, December 19-4pm Mass,  
Murray & Dixie Suffrin, Brennan Bujol; Guy Hopkins 
 

Wednesday, December 20-7am Mass 
Llewelyn LeDoux 
 

Thursday, December 21-7am Mass 
Alice & Alex Nolan, Larry Skidmore, Margaret Bynam 
 

Friday, December 22-7am Mass 
Brenda Comeaux 

Essential Support System of the Church 
Altar Society Extra Team 2 will be cleaning the 
church for Christmas Wednesday, December 13 at 
8am. Volunteers are welcome.  

Help aging religious. Senior sisters, brothers, and religious 
order priests have devoted their lives to prayer, service, and 
works of mercy. Most ministered for little or no pay. Today, 
their religious communities do not have enough retirement 
savings. Your gift to today’s Retirement Fund for Religious 
collection helps to furnish medications, nursing care, and 
other necessities.  
Please give generously. Visit https://retiredreligiuos.org for 
more information. 
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Inspired by the Eucharistic Revival 
taking place in our national and 
local Church, and the devotion to 
Blessed Sacrament running 
through our land, Bishop Duca 
has named the 2023-2024 
Bishop’s Annual Appeal theme: 
Taken. Blessed. Broken. Given. 
Just as Jesus Christ takes, 
blesses, breaks, and gives the 
Bread of Life to His Disciples, we 
too are called to bless others with 
the gifts He has given us. 

As we begin this new giving 
season for the Bishop’s Annual 
Appeal, prayerfully consider how 
the Lord is inviting you to be 
recognized in the taking, blessing, 
breaking, and giving of your 
resources in our local diocesan 
community. To learn more about 
the Bishop’s Annual Appeal and 
the ministries it supports, visit 
diobr.org/baa. 

A.J.  Dohmann

BUTCH FALCON, Certified Sales Consultant 
Sales: 225-224-0204

Cell 225-773-8631 • Fax  225-687-5338
cfalcon@ajdohmann.com
www.ajdohmanncdjr.com

24945 Highway 1 South
Plaquemine, LA 70764

CARVILLE
VETERINARY 

CLINIC

Dr. Charles L. Carville .
Dr. Katie C. Berthelot

P L AQ U E M I N E
687-(PETS) 7387

Belleview 
58830 Belleview Rd.  687-1060

PEDIATRIC ASSOCIATES
 Kathryn C. ElKins, MD MiChaEl M. Quinn, MD

59325 Riverwest Dr., Suite D   Plaquemine, LA 70764
(225) 687-3055     Fax (225) 687-6686

23910 Railroad Avenue
Plaquemine, LA 70764

225-687-6337
www.anthembank.com

Get this bulletin 
emailed to you 
every week.

Simply go to
www.DM.CHURCH/5595

...or scan

225-810-3100 www.sigmaec.com 

ENGINEERS & CONSTRUCTORS 
PROCESS 

ELECTRICAL 
MECHANICAL/Pl Pl NG 
TECHNICAL STAFFING 
INSTRUMENTATION 

LASER SCANNING 
LEADERSHIP SOLUTIONS CIVIL/STRUCTURAL 

FIELD SERVICES CONSTRUCTION SUPPORT 
AUTOMATION LAND SURVEYING 

PROCUREMENT 
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6651 LA Hwy. 1 South
Addis, LA 70710

225.749.7309
www.BenedettosMarket.com

225-231-6606

www.cottonportbank.com

Daniel Durand
Exclusive Agent
Daniel Durand Agency
Allstate Insurance Company
58920 Belleview Drive, Plaquemine, LA 70764
Phone 225-687-8236/Fax 225-687-8237
danieldurand@allstate.com www.allstateagencies.com/a058962

24-Hour

Customer Service

CATHERINE WILBERT CHUSTZ
Pre-Need Counselor

Call 921-2182
Record Your Personal Wishes &

Instructions in a Pre-Arrangement
www.wilbertservices.com

A. Wilbert’s Sons, L.L.C.
Land Leasing and Land Management

Since 1887
225-687-3591

“Supporting St. John for 105 Years”

“Caring For You
and About You”

225-687-4349 ■ 225-383-5458 B.R. Line
57930 LaBauve Avenue ■ Plaquemine, LA

HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY 8:00 AM - 6:00 PM
   SATURDAY 8:30 AM - 2:00 PM

Lucy Johnson, RPH
www.goudeauspharmacy.com

Air Control, Inc.
Air Conditioning

& Heating

24330 Sabastian Rd.

Plaquemine, LA

687-6417

PATRICK GUIDRY DDS
Fa m i l y  D e n t i s t r y

24021 RAILROAD AVE. 687-4892

24025 Eden St. • Plaquemine, LA

225.687.6388
www.plaqbank.com

Catholic Investments for Catholic Investors

Matthew Maurin
Financial Advisor
985-208-4206

MaurinOfficeMail@kofc.org
www.kofcassetadvisors.org
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